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Try to imagine how President Donald
Trump’s relationship with Russia was
under President Barack Obama, even as
the Obama administration had proposed
major arms control agreements with
Moscow, and two presidents had held a
nuclear summit meeting on the tarmac of
Moscow. From our link, “And I was
saying, you know, that’s a great thing. If
you look at it, Obama was saying, you
know, he would never meet with Putin.
It’s not, you know, it would never happen.



He wouldn’t meet with him. And here’s
Trump saying, I’m gonna meet with Putin.
There’s nothing wrong. We’re gonna be
able to solve problems. It’s gonna be
solved.” On a separate issue, Hillary
Clinton’s “Russian reset”—as secretary of
state, she was Obama’s point person on
foreign policy—included a plan to give
Russia the cheap air fuel to cool its
nuclear plants. There was also discussion
of selling the Russian military $11 billion
worth of modernized weaponry, even
allowing Russia to make some American-
made warplanes, to ease tensions. But,
many observers say, the proposed arms-
control agreements never became a
reality because Putin wouldn’t agree to
them—which left Obama’s already weak
hand even weaker. And Donald Trump,
already weakened, was just hoping to get
the United States and Russia to improve
relations. And that’s exactly what
happened. Why the Reset Didn’t Work An



arms-control deal is a delicate balancing
act; so much is at stake, so many lawyers
and diplomats are constantly looking for
ways to allow both sides to save face, so
much is at stake. To sell arms to Russia,
you need to have something to sell it and
you need to have something to buy the
arms. Obama had both, but the idea of
selling Russia military
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